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Foes, 74 ſrurrall Al A] bober ind An vyith dinirfri of L eters called out of 
many Authors, uy eutibusly cutt ta brafie by John Theodore de Bry deceaſed and 


- oven ord ey compoſe ed and by me rauſed to be þ uttrothe pres Engl, Not finding 


| anyſofittto aeditatt this ſmale wvorthe then onto you by reaſotof the ſpetth antlmas« 

YE: , other cauſes 'wybich hath mduedmtto obtrude the ſaid 'wvorche on you , andropitt. 

k- | gow name m the fore-front, beiig deeply oblipet vinto you for forme? Jevonts, But vyhat 
* m4y ou thinks of me preſenting you ropithu Do ratherthen 'wvorthy Heap Ria, 4 
Þ bovyſotver emreaing Joutdacte RAY teſt tony 0 "0 y Good vill, andcreauing AY 
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þ (OY 2 IO YO CO EUR! 1 vol f BYHEAN , TLEIT CDY A1LC 
Fanaaniteof vrhich the Phanicians yvhere a part)and Hebrevves; bur afterthe deportationto Babylon, 
the Cutheqnror Semaritans till continued-rhem ( being taught by the JFachirich Prieſt) burthe Ievves 
grevyinta yſe of others, vyhich Scaliget faith, are nwpere ac nokiticex Smiack depranate ; ae antem ex S4- 
Maritants; quod ciem luceclaningſit, tamen quidans ſemitetts , ſemitbeologi , &@ vt ſognantics or yan parry 
Judaices beras vere Hebraicas offe priſtasaudent drierart,c+c. And after; V iſnntur bodie Sic! q#s quetidie Jeres 
folymis effadiuntur,&s ſub regibus Indain uſu furrunt. lnillis nummis cedem litere mcuſeſunt , que inſcriptis Sa- = 
———_—_ leguntvr ; and thinkes ir extreme inſane cf imperitie tothinke tharthe elder Hebrevver had 
rs DNA MTA pe, TN pigs 
' Saint {eromeallo afficmeth, that Efdras vvas Inuenter of the preſent Hebyeyy Letters afterthe Ca- 
ptiuitie. Hisvyvordsare, vigenties dads literas eſt apud Hebreos , Syroruns quog, linguateſtatur, que Hebres 
magna ex parte confurss eft.N am & ipſt 1.2.clementahabent codem ſono ſed dinerſutcharafteribus. Samaritaniet- 
ram pentatenchuns e Moy totider liters ſeriptitant , figuris tantum & apicibus diſerepantes. Certum, oft Eſ- 
Aram peſt capran Hieroſolymaw. inſtaurationem templi ſub Zerubabel, alias litera repersſſe , quibus nrnc vis- 
murqunm ad illud v5, tempus jjdem. Semaritanorum & Hebrearum charatteres faerint. © dts 3g 
-  Peftelmattcibureth the reaſon ofthis neyy Inuentiontorhe difference of Religion, vvhich began 
In ferobaam, butbecameyvorſtinthoſe Catheans & other ſtrangers yvhich vyhere placed by the 4ſ- 
- 7TanintheCitiesof Samaris, vwhole irreconciliable harted is at lardgeyvrirten in purchas his Pilgri 
= . mes. Healledgerth alſo ſuch Coines,ſaidro beas old as fince Salowons dayes,fecene byhim, Hee ad 
= tharthe ſevverathirmed rhe ſame, vvhich ſtill hare the Sawerirans, buthightly prize thoſe Coitiegas their 
= ovvne Antiquities; .che Iaſcrip tionyyhereof being /ernſalemthe holy,could notproceed from the Cuthe- 
FP an Samruans, vvhich Yverchipped in the ir « Monntaine(as the Samaritan wyoman ſaid ro our Sauiour)and 
= notin Jeruſalem, Poſtcllns lavien Grammarin their Lenters,burthe Language Hebrevv, rhe Expoſition #- 
"BI eos Characters cheir ovyne,, yyhichnoyyallo vyant the clerk Saint /cromes dayes they 
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Nl oe eee rated, DE Be ee Ee EI EE EE EEICE 
Counſellerto the laſt of men: yea hereby God holds conference with metyz and in his ſacred Scriptures; 
' asarfirſt inthe Tableref Stone ; ſpeakesroall: And wheteasfpeech viexecth the Eart(pierceth indecde 
andpaſſerh often,it at che onc;and gurat the other)Vriting alſocnterrainerth the Eyes;andſs long,by 
ouroWne or others reading) ſpeckes ts citherofthole nobler Seiiſes; as Wee will, and whereof wee 
w1llour ſclues;hush and filentarour pleaſure;alvvay free from feare,flattery,and other humane paſſi- 
ons. Thereforethe dead vvere eſteemed the beſt companions and Fairhfulleſt Counſellors; in 4/fonſuc 
his opinion; namely, intheir Wricings till liing to perfortne thoſe Offices ; and vaiit of Lerters hatch 
made ſoine ſoſeelyasrothinkethe Lerrerir ſeifecould ſpeake z:ſo muchi did the Ywveritdiir herein admi- 
cerhe Spaniards, ſcemingincompatiſon of the othet as {peaking / Me 
_- Thusexcellentis the uſeof letters: hovy ancient; vncertdine; 
«thenthe Floud, by vwhich;kioyviedge of Aſtronomy vvas come: 
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Riephnrmeiiion Wraitingancienter | 
nuedrto poſtctitic in tvvo Pillers;the 

ns vvhich eAdaim had pro- 


ont of Stone , the otlict of Bricke; to outliue choſe ryyo: diſmall deſtru@ions '” ha 
pheciedshould befall the Vorld, by Fire and V Varer:that of Stone remaining to his time. Plixie conce: 
iteth aneternity of Letters, asof the World and Mankind : aud ſuppoſerh rhiat the 


rianvvere ſuch- 

 elſeyvhereartributing their inuentioncothe Phenicidny,, as df Atronomie alſo, and the Arts of V Varr 
and Nauigation,and after others opinion to the £; eyPtians, after others ro the oye tis, I ſce not tiovy 
robablyby ſome affirried ; rhart «Moſes firſt received Leitersinche Tvyo Tables of the Lavy vvritten 
- the finger of God. Maſter Fuller is of opinionthat the Phanreians rhemmſclues learned them of 64b7a» 
ham, viho ſeemerhrto him, as likely in his long ſtay vvith the Canaaiiites to haue taiight them Lerrers; fs 
tohancinſtructed the Egyprians in ſoshortafpace , in Aſtronditiic and Arichmetike; vvhich Loſephin af 
firmech, And moſtprobable ir ſcerdeth char in bleſſed Shems poſtetitie by Heber ; Noah hadllefrche belt 

| Arrsofcheformer V Vorld.obis by ſoine, yoo goodreaſons, holden ancieaterthen a Wyſerz Yriio yet | 

_ efren ſprakes of Bookes and vvriting ,asathing he familiacly vied, $4 
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lertersrothereſtofthe V Vorld: 4: ahickaorr have $dted dredge ofthe. Chale, 'H |. Jnike and Latin {a 
may ir be obſcryedin the bee others Yyhick Yye > l 4houp ref fr hs your y ICVV._. | 
Phnie reporteth Cadmis Cough ccne Lorcets init6 Orece, to Ws inthe Troian V Varre Palg- 


medesadded foure others G4 GX, andaft alt; other 3 HY. CP ng faith chere vyere "= 
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tores Grecas fraſſc eaſdem pen gys trend; fnnt lating, he aucrreth 
bedN AVSIKRATES TI8 AMENQ ATHEN A 
Fgrs Navoxga'Tyc Tioupfoes AkeeS:. Scaliger 

_ meth thatthe old Greeky: had, 
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in fanky Letters I ud norhur tranſcribe from him ery $1 


3 vvherebyuappearcs than rhale lavidg Lomers 4 
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hatteatjart{ Bf vvhach Pri ner een 
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n Maſter Fufter;as hee. veil notyreldcharthe- ancient FHybrevewens he 
uage ; {o neither ved ſubſcribe to this opinion , vvhich makerh the moderne Hobyivs 
__4SAteirobeofiueddeuife.Burnche Egyptians hadtiyoſorts ofLecters,one faced andhieroplyphicall, 
rheotheryulgarſandagyviceys.c the vvricing propter-to6.the: publike- Courts ih CoutcandiCatitetle 
Handsditfestrom chEcoummanvoriting: ſorke Hebrooveralomighthanen rvvofold vvritthg;thevne 
I\s; communaffaires, ſtillrcadinthe Samaritan Bopkes and 'C vines; the orhorBeetefiaſives 
ord: yv{cg by chePriefteand Lenircs, ahd in vyhich theholySeriprures are preſerued; yoRrehrhen 

| becameSccularand? kr} wyhentheir emulation againtdtheSamar iran; 6d nothingeo rmrnon 
berovixcehien,, ul] anLerrets, vvhichic appeareththey learned -ofoneofthe Saminrvran Piicſts of 
Frogs arm inftituridn, .apdnor of Leuicicaltrace,: Forvs cm chat Sebantrbafe Pride 
cattdnot,oryyoldnomyyrice in thatLewrtalland Prieftly Character; butrecained Into all p1 
poſtedrarvvhich rr 0 PTR WE RET" oulytb cioittaifaiteg). He conceiuerh themto be box of 
Ipaz/trcalioriginall; andifgithot be erearenny ans! fill tiled Htbreaa)ro haucthe prehiemiriens 
oe, bettefraſticallehings —_— Antiquitiechen cmuill; invyhich ſenſe Fenew callech che ancient 
tHerevulatoers ,. telex;nheiſebei xe) ee d:ymiforme rhen the Samaritanas is fete 
ducks /oQyrhich que Saviourgionth as i leftofLoedrs, - Yrhichyerinche Samaritan is multiforme and 
En —eFame hens jiriscuideryrheyareboch very ancient, and asity nnd 
cx00h 
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Vricthinſtramentsoflron as the HMalabars,of Gemmes,Brafle alfo,or other merall,in Tablebookes, Lea* 
ues,Barkes, Wood, Stome, Aire.Sand, Duſt, Metall, Paper, Cloth, Parchment, and innumerable orhet 
materials:in the forme alſo and manner, vvith Qzzppos1n Stones or Threads,as in Peru;vvith Picturedas 
in Mexico, and the Egyptian Hieroglyphikes ; vvith Characters, cach expreſſing a vyord or thirig,nota. 
letter,as the Chino, /aponites, andour Arithmeticansand Aſtronomers inthe figures of their Arts; forme 
vvith fiery Torches, the moſt haue vſed lerters, vvhich by Artaredifpoſedroframe all vvords, and hath 
beenethe moſt ronplera kind of vvriting vyhich ener vyas. Bur Babelnener had more confuſjonor lan-. 
guages then Letters haue ſuſtained alzerarion., difterenced both by placeandrime.,'yeaandby the hu 
moursof men. Thus not onely diuers languages haue diuers lerters, butche ſamelanguage;asitchan» 
zeth vvith time , ſothelettersalſo are Jiuetlitied , asinthe /onckeand later Greeke hath beeneobſerued; 
yo both vvhichthe Moderne Greekes vvrite much diffctingly. Inthis our Countreyvvechauec had 
manifold {ucceſliens of lerters in fucceedingages , as is moſteaſieto be ſcenein vvellfurniched, Librg - 
ries, and that eſpecially ofthe Miracle of induſtry inthis kind, Sir Robort Cotton, both inBookes; Chaz 
rells,andLerters-The Conquerour(as Ingalfu, Edmerius and othersthenliving obſerue)yyould nawity 
durethe EnghbLanguage or Lerters,vvhereby the Saxon Lettersarenovy commonlyextin&t.And both 
all Records of old, and the divers Courts of this Kingdome, yeacueryCopy-booke, andeachvvriting 

Maſters Maſterpiece hanged forth ro,publike vievv, cafily manifeſt the paſled and proſerit varietie of 
Letters in common vſe ad the fame time.Itis.impoſliblerhereforeto giue an example of all, either Ler- 


= tersorLanguages. Bur ſuch as could be obtaynedare preſented tothe reader being colleted our of di- | 
> uersAuthorsin formefollovving, b” op 


L erthe Readerrake notice alſo of the vaying in lines, ſome reading(as the Latines,Greekes,and moſt 
of the Exropeans)from the left hand tothe Right ſidevvayes; the Hebrevves, Arabikes, and moſt of the 
Ay the Malabays and Siamiter)from rhe rightto the left:the lugres,Cathayans, Tartars, that is 
| rhemoſtofthe Eaſterneand Northeaſterne Aſians vvrite their lines dovvnevvard, and mulciplythem - 
* fromthelefthand rethe right,as you may (ce in Purchas. Andin Pargnethey veces , both langwoges 
6 | _ » + x p 
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" "KIONES. DEMETR OS. KALKORES. 
. ANAQEMA. KAI. AQONION. @EON KAT? 
The ſame Inſcription m later Greeke Letters. 

© uSevi Jeparrdv premenuvijen | Awiov Twxarnom mn. Maes 
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-* 1 Pliniefaith thatthe Pelaſgsfirſt brought Letters into /taly : Henrnius cites hell Verſes out ofanold 

Booke touching the Inuenters of Lerters. TIED 

= + 7 Moſes primus Hebraicas exaranit lteras: eAbraham Syras & idem reperit Chaldaicas. 

1 *-* * eMente Phanices Sagati condiderunt Atticas: Iſis arte non minoreprotulit e/Egyprias: .* 

12 1: 4 Quay Latini ſcriptitamua edidit Nicoſtrata: Gulfilaprompſit Getarum quas videmus ultimas. 
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"Yar yyho is ſo literate as ro reduce the Letters ofeach Nation totheir firſt founder?is ſeeming pro- 
Þableithat as Nations became more ciuill; ſoſome more Heroike SpiritineachNarion deuiſed nevv of 
Fimmſclfe, or deriued the 61d from ſome other Nation, or made a mixture of both : beſides thatchecon- 
ghee ations vſually hate receinedin forme part Both Language,and Letters, vvith their Lavvesfrom 


"Y 


©Conquerors. Weſceftillthatrhoſe vehich reachshortvvricing,can and doe deuiſe nevvy Characters 


daily for of ranma that others ordaine Cyphres or Characters only knovvne to thoſe vyhomrhe 


Authourshallimparttheskill ynto; and theſe diverſified ad /ibitmrm, asany intends roimpound or pale 
in his ſecrets or myſteries of Srare, or Art 5 ſome of vvhich promags in procefle of time haue beene made 
vulgarand ordinary Letters. Theſe myſtical Writers haue alſo deuiſed orher Arts of concealement, as 
vvriting vvith Allume yvarer, notto bereadafteritis once dried, burlaidin vvater; vvithan Onyon, to 
be readatthe fire,&c. Novy forthe varietie anddiffering formes, Arr hath ſuperabounded: both in che 
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ſubicQt and inſtrument, ſome vvritung vvithPencils as the Jeponrtes and Chinex;ochers vvith Pens,others | 
bk. : — BY * 
* w 4< 
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pun” TORN, 
| and fortraf Adoteploy vehth They ſeene in kl cliatuets widens Hom verge | 
hab ahet of Show! roy ene gu ard char of China dovvnevvardes. The people of Zangur(Nori 
 bours, t6 Chins )acEfaid ro evrine fromthe righrhandto cheleft , ano toteiphythat ines pyvard: 
The Afrnicans had viitingsinfotme of avvheels , vohich yvere read fromche Center y wot 
_ Circumferenct. In Mendurds they had Bookes of Paper made of Corton. Wooll, ortheiniticrBarke of 
T rers,or af Metlleaues,folded like Broad-<loarhes, the vvriting vvhereofvvaspartly paintitg* vvhe- 
re ſuch things as had fotmer or figure vvere therein epdeliinedg partlyin Hierog oloohicet characters, 28 
Fishbbokts,Staxces, $nares, Files, &c. In chele rhey keprtheit Records. And our Hetalds a h 
recosdaof podegrectine kindoof Hieroglyphikes , ttormuch valike. To ler paſſe Magicell cha 
da confuted-kind of ſcroll, the Copie of he c hee ſai ')vvtieren by the 
arkarvvhich EST the life CR antinetecordeth vvritteh by Ditine 
tr goin 04%. {rn 4 moet bur areth racherco haue bond, thetvvo 


K&iftlowerdof Chiiſts nie; 4 andy c Hig ory co the pious Emperout, notiri 
ig af Chibamne, ade combined wick proms beg ory foreuef, jen The Phonitian ot 


arartetiers, vrhich ſome fay vohete the AMoſaicalland Hebrews vvith the Nathes ofthe elder 
 andiarct S Nati » ahd che Take nnd later Greeks Loeters moines Vert , andanſvvered by 


(and meg worelingly exprefſed in Purchas his Pilgriraes ot hi- 


ſtory of the vvazld. 
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